ments passed. The audience tittered a little at the sight
Symmachus felt that perhaps the Meeting was being
wilfully made absurd by this trick of the asking for th<
signatures. He rose with the customary bows to th<
Patriarch and the Bishops and said: "This Meeting has
been called to promote peace. It has begun with an
assumption which should not be allowed to pass un-
challenged. The last speaker has assumed that all the
evils of Faction have proceeded from the Party which
wears the more beautiful colour. It seems to us that the
purpose of the Meeting might be better served if both
parties would frankly admit that certain things have been
done by them and encouraged by them and paid for by
them ... I am speaking deliberately . . . which do
not look well upon reflection and would sound very ugly
in confession. To one, who, like myself, has lived for
the last few weeks within this City, it has certainly
seemed that the Party led by the last speaker has pro-
moted civil strife by every means in its power, by
organised insult, terrorism and brigandage."

The Green adherents cried, "No, no. Order. Shut up.
No insults here."

"One moment, please," Symmachus said. Somewhere
outside the Hall in one of the passages a little mechanical
peal of silver bells began to chime. Many such were in
The City then. As the bells chimed Symmachus waited,
as though not liking to speak through the noise. When
the peal ended he said, "I have no wish to insult. I would
only ask the leaders of the Green Faction if they have
not known of gangs of bullies who have within the last
weeks smashed and pillaged the shops of Blue supporters
and cruelly beaten their owners?"

Menippos answered: "A certain amount of horse-play,
takes place at every election. Who complains of that?'1 s
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